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Frequently Asked Questions about  
Lincoln School’s Partial Spanish Immersion Program 
 

What is a Partial Spanish Immersion program (PSIP)? 

A Partial Spanish Immersion program has students spending 30% or more of their school day learning in and 

studying Spanish, the other 70% of the time instruction is given in English. This differs from a Full Immersion 

program where students spend 90% or more of their school day immersed in the Spanish Language in the 

primary grades.  Each year the amount of instructional time in Spanish decreases while the time in English 

increases.  By the fifth grade students in most Full Immersion programs are often spending 30% of the day or 

less immersed in Spanish. In our Partial Immersion program at Lincoln our goal is to maintain the 30% 

immersion in Spanish during the full five years of study.  

Immersion programs should not be confused with Dual Language or Bilingual Education programs which have 

the main purpose of teaching language minority students (in this case Spanish) content material in Spanish as 

they learn English as a Second Language. English only students are often included in these types of programs 

to serve as models for authentic English speech, and as a result learn Spanish. To learn more about the 

various types of second language education programs you can visit the website for the Center for Applied 

Linguistics (www.cal.org). 

 

How does a parent apply to the program and what chance does my child have of being  
admitted to the program? 

In the spring of a child's kindergarten year at Lincoln School (only), parents are asked to select their 

preferences for first grade learning environments. At this time parents can choose between multi-age 

education, looping and Partial Spanish Immersion.  

 

                  ELL (English Language Learners) whose first language is Spanish are placed in the program in order to best   

                  meet their educational needs.  

 

How many years of commitment do we need to make, and what if we move, or we transfer  
out of the program? 

We hope that your family will make a five-year commitment to the program. After the second grade it is 

impossible for a child to enter our PSIP program without a strong knowledge of the Spanish language. When a 

child leaves and we do not have a student replacement, it causes class sizes to fluctuate. We understand that 

sometimes people's lives change and  families relocate.  We ask families that are not planning to remain at 

Lincoln for the full five years, to choose another program option and allow a child who will be here for the 

duration of grammar school to enroll in the PSIP. All students in District 97 receive one hour a week in Spanish 

instruction from the FLES program.  
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Do PSIP students learn just Spanish, or do they also learn about Spanish culture? 

The students learn Spanish language (Speaking, Reading, Writing, and Grammar) and the many Spanish 

cultures around the world (Music, Art, and Customs), History and Geography of the regions of the world where 

Spanish is spoken. 

 

How do children learn Spanish, while learning English and meeting overall educational goals  
for their grade? 

Teachers follow the Oak Park Dist. 97 curriculum, which meets the Instructional Standards for the State of 

Illinois. In addition to addressing all standards in the regular content areas, the PSIP teachers also address 

and meet the Illinois State Standards for Foreign Language. Spanish is integrated into the curricular areas of 

Math, Science and Social Studies.  All components of Spanish Language Arts are also taught.  

 

If I don't know Spanish, how do I help my children learn? 

Encouraging and giving positive feedback to your child about their work in Spanish is the easiest and most 

crucial support. Be involved with their homework and you will learn along with your child basic phrases and 

structure.  

Have your child teach you what s/he has been learning, set up play dates with classmates and make a rule to 

speak Spanish during that time, purchase music with Spanish lyrics for your child to listen to and sing, 

purchase Spanish books on tape, watch Spanish cartoons and television programs. Many of our families have 

been wonderfully creative in this area and can offer more ideas. 

On the extracurricular side, plan outings and vacations that can expose your family to Spanish in authentic 

settings. You can also take field trips to Chicago neighborhoods where Spanish is predominantly spoken.  By 

embracing new cultures and experiences, especially those that focus on Spanish, you can be a positive role 

model for your child.   

 

What if my child has a problem with learning Spanish, or if we have a problem with the program, with 
whom do we speak? 

If you or your child have any problem in the PSIP program at Lincoln School, the first person to contact is your 

child's teacher. After working together, you and the teacher might decide to talk to Ms. Hamilton, the school 

principal. 

 

If I would like to be involved with the program as a parent, what are my options? 

The parents of the students in the Partial Spanish Immersion Program are very involved in all aspects of the 

PTO. All parents of students at Lincoln School are welcome to volunteer in classrooms and on field trips and 

special occasions. Whether your talents are technology, sewing, singing, writing, etc., there is a volunteer 

opportunity for you. 


